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By Mr. PRYOR: 

S. 781. A bill to extend the authority of the 
Federal Trade Commission to collect Do- 
Not-Call Registry fees to fiscal years after 
fiscal year 2007; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. LOTT: 
S. 782. A bill to designate the United 

States courthouse to be constructed in Jack-
son, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Thad Cochran 
United States Courthouse’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 
S. 783. A bill to adjust the boundary of the 

Barataria Preserve Unit of the Jean Lafitte 
National Historical Park and Preserve in the 
State of Louisiana, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. ENSIGN, 
and Mr. BENNETT): 

S. 784. A bill to amend the Nuclear Waste 
Policy Act of 1982 to require commercial nu-
clear power plant operators to transfer spent 
nuclear fuel from the spent nuclear fuel 
pools of the operators into spent nuclear fuel 
dry casks at independent spent fuel storage 
installations of the operators that are li-
censed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion, to convey to the Secretary of Energy 
title to all such transferred spent nuclear 
fuel, to provide for the transfer to the Sec-
retary of the independent spent fuel storage 
installation operating responsibility of each 
plant together with the license granted by 
the Commission for the installation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
LIEBERMAN): 

S. 785. A bill to amend title 4 of the United 
States Code to limit the extent to which 
States may tax the compensation earned by 
nonresident telecommuters; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. FEINGOLD): 

S. 786. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to foster efficient mar-
kets and increase competition and trans-
parency among packers that purchased live-
stock from producers; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. AL-
LARD, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. 
BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. DODD, Mrs. 
DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. GREGG, Mr. 
HAGEL, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. KOHL, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mr. LOTT, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. REED, Mr. 
REID, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, 
Mr. THOMAS, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. 
WARNER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. Res. 95. A resolution designating March 
25, 2006, as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and 
American Democracy’’; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. McCASKILL (for herself, Mr. 
BOND, Mrs. CLINTON, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. 
STABENOW, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. OBAMA, and Mr. HARKIN): 

S. Res. 96. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Harriett Woods will 
be remembered as a pioneer in women’s poli-
tics; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. MCCON-
NELL, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. ALLARD, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, 
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BROWNBACK, 
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURR, Mr. BYRD, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. CORKER, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DEMINT, 
Mr. DODD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, 
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENSIGN, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, 
Mr. GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. LUGAR, 
Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. 
ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 
SALAZAR, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. 
SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. THUNE, 
Mr. VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WEBB, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and 
Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 97. A resolution relative to the 
death of Thomas F. Eagleton, former United 
States Senator for the State of Missouri; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. Res. 98. A resolution providing for mem-

bers on the part of the Senate of the Joint 
Committee on Printing and the Joint Com-
mittee of Congress on the Library; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 329 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 329, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
coverage for cardiac rehabilitation and 
pulmonary rehabilitation services. 

S. 453 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 453, a bill to prohibit deceptive prac-
tices in Federal elections. 

S. 507 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 507, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to provide 
for reimbursement of certified midwife 

services and to provide for more equi-
table reimbursement rates for certified 
nurse-midwife services. 

S. 513 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 513, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to revive previous 
authority on the use of the Armed 
Forces and the militia to address inter-
ference with State or Federal law, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 527 
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 527, a bill to make amendments to 
the Iran, North Korea, and Syria Non-
proliferation Act. 

S. 535 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr. AL-
EXANDER) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 535, a bill to establish an Unsolved 
Crimes Section in the Civil Rights Di-
vision of the Department of Justice, 
and an Unsolved Civil Rights Crime In-
vestigative Office in the Civil Rights 
Unit of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, and for other purposes. 

S. 573 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 573, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and 
the Public Health Service Act to im-
prove the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of heart disease, stroke, and 
other cardiovascular diseases in 
women. 

S. 578 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 578, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to improve 
requirements under the Medicaid pro-
gram for items and services furnished 
in or through an educational program 
or setting to children, including chil-
dren with developmental, physical, or 
mental health needs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 613 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
613, a bill to enhance the overseas sta-
bilization and reconstruction capabili-
ties of the United States Government, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 623 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 623, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for the 
licensing of comparable and inter-
changeable biological products, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 624 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN), the Senator from Connecticut 
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(Mr. DODD) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 624, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide 
waivers relating to grants for preven-
tive health measures with respect to 
breast and cervical cancers. 

S. 625 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 625, a bill to protect the 
public health by providing the Food 
and Drug Administration with certain 
authority to regulate tobacco products. 

S. 634 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 
of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
CLINTON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
634, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish grant pro-
grams to provide for education and 
outreach on newborn screening and co-
ordinated followup care once newborn 
screening has been conducted, to reau-
thorize programs under part A of title 
XI of such Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 637 

At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 637, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to study the 
suitability and feasibility of estab-
lishing the Chattahoochee Trace Na-
tional Heritage Corridor in Alabama 
and Georgia, and for other purposes. 

S. 661 

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 661, a bill to establish kinship 
navigator programs, to establish 
guardianship assistance payments for 
children, and for other purposes. 

S. 667 

At the request of Mr. BOND, the name 
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
667, a bill to expand programs of early 
childhood home visitation that in-
crease school readiness, child abuse 
and neglect prevention, and early iden-
tification of developmental and health 
delays, including potential mental 
health concerns, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 675 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. LUGAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 675, a bill to provide 
competitive grants for training court 
reporters and closed captioners to meet 
requirements for realtime writers 
under the Telecommunications Act of 
1996, and for other purposes. 

S. 676 

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 676, a bill to provide that the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Inter-American 

Development Bank or the Alternate 
Executive Director of the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank may serve on 
the Board of Directors of the Inter- 
American Foundation. 

S. 691 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 691, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to improve the 
benefits under the Medicare program 
for beneficiaries with kidney disease, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 694 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. MCCAIN) and the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 694, a bill to 
direct the Secretary of Transportation 
to issue regulations to reduce the inci-
dence of child injury and death occur-
ring inside or outside of light motor ve-
hicles, and for other purposes. 

S. 713 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
713, a bill to ensure dignity in care for 
members of the Armed Forces recov-
ering from injuries. 

S. 746 
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 

names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH) and the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 746, a bill to establish a competi-
tive grant program to build capacity in 
veterinary medical education and ex-
pand the workforce of veterinarians en-
gaged in public health practice and bio-
medical research. 

S. 756 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
756, a bill to authorize appropriations 
for the Department of Defense to ad-
dress the equipment reset and other 
equipment needs of the National 
Guard, and for other purposes. 

S. 761 
At the request of Mr. REID, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 761, a bill to invest in 
innovation and education to improve 
the competitiveness of the United 
States in the global economy. 

S.J. RES. 5 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolution pro-
claiming Casimir Pulaski to be an hon-
orary citizen of the United States post-
humously. 

S. RES. 92 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 92, a resolution calling for the im-
mediate and unconditional release of 
soldiers of Israel held captive by 
Hamas and Hezbollah. 

AMENDMENT NO. 286 
At the request of Mr. OBAMA, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 286 proposed to S. 4, a 
bill to make the United States more se-
cure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 305 
At the request of Mr. SESSIONS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 305 proposed to S. 4, 
a bill to make the United States more 
secure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 314 
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER), the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAIG), the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. ROBERTS), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BUNNING), the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. HATCH) and the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
314 proposed to S. 4, a bill to make the 
United States more secure by imple-
menting unfinished recommendations 
of the 9/11 Commission to fight the war 
on terror more effectively, to improve 
homeland security, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 317 
At the request of Mr. KYL, the name 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 317 proposed to S. 4, a 
bill to make the United States more se-
cure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 333 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
333 proposed to S. 4, a bill to make the 
United States more secure by imple-
menting unfinished recommendations 
of the 9/11 Commission to fight the war 
on terror more effectively, to improve 
homeland security, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 335 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 335 proposed to S. 4, a 
bill to make the United States more se-
cure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 339 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL) was added as a cosponsor of 
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amendment No. 339 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4, a bill to make the United 
States more secure by implementing 
unfinished recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission to fight the war on terror 
more effectively, to improve homeland 
security, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 342 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) and the Senator from 
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 342 pro-
posed to S. 4, a bill to make the United 
States more secure by implementing 
unfinished recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission to fight the war on terror 
more effectively, to improve homeland 
security, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 343 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 343 intended to be 
proposed to S. 4, a bill to make the 
United States more secure by imple-
menting unfinished recommendations 
of the 9/11 Commission to fight the war 
on terror more effectively, to improve 
homeland security, and for other pur-
poses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 345 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 345 proposed to S. 4, a 
bill to make the United States more se-
cure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 348 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as 
a cosponsor of amendment No. 348 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 4, a bill to 
make the United States more secure by 
implementing unfinished recommenda-
tions of the 9/11 Commission to fight 
the war on terror more effectively, to 
improve homeland security, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BURR (for himself and 
Mr. BINGAMAN): 

S. 765. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to improve high school gradua-
tion rates and prepare students for col-
lege and work; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I wish to 
talk about education, something many 
in this body take very seriously. I rise 
today to address the Nation’s dropout 
crisis. Each day that our schools are 
open, approximately 7,000 students 
drop out of high school. That is 1.2 mil-
lion students annually who do not com-
plete their high school education. Al-
most a third of American students who 
enter high school in the ninth grade 

drop out of school and never receive 
their high school diploma. 

I know our students, our schools, our 
communities can do better. To ensure 
that these young people have a better 
future and that America maintains its 
competitiveness in a global economy, I 
suggest to all my colleagues that we 
must do better. 

According to a Manhattan Institute 
study, the high school graduation rate 
for the class of 2003 nationwide was 
only 70 percent. Thirty percent of our 
students in this country do not cross 
the goal line of graduation. Even more 
alarming, however, is that high school 
graduation rates for subgroups of stu-
dents in 2003 were for White students, 
78 percent; African Americans, 55 per-
cent; Hispanics, 53 percent. 

Graduating from high school is a 50– 
50 proposition in 930 of our high schools 
in our country. Fifty percent of the 
students in 930 schools do not get their 
high school diplomas. In 2,000 high 
schools, it is a 60–40 proposition. Sixty 
percent are going to get their diploma, 
40 percent will not get their diploma. 

Just last week, my home State of 
North Carolina released its most cur-
rent data on our State’s dropout crisis. 
Our statistics, likewise, point to an ur-
gent need to pay attention to our pub-
lic high schools and these students. 

North Carolina’s statewide gradua-
tion rate was 68 percent. Yet for Black 
students, that rate falls to 60 percent; 
for low-income students, 55 percent; 
and for Hispanic students, 52 percent. 
Nearly 80 percent of the Nation’s high 
schools that produce the highest num-
ber of dropouts are in 15 States, and I 
am embarrassed at the fact that North 
Carolina is one of them. 

To retain our competitive edge in the 
world economy, America’s youths must 
be prepared for the jobs of today and 
the jobs of the future, jobs which in-
creasingly require a postsecondary edu-
cation. Unfortunately, in 2003, 3.5 mil-
lion Americans ages 16 to 25 did not 
have a high school diploma and were 
not enrolled in school. 

Individuals without a high school di-
ploma experience higher rates of unem-
ployment, incarceration, and are more 
likely to live in poverty and receive 
public assistance than individuals with 
at least a high school diploma. 

We know the statistics, but they are 
worth repeating. Mr. President, 4 out 
of every 10 people ages 16 to 24 without 
a high school diploma receive some 
type of government assistance. A high 
school dropout is eight times more 
likely to be incarcerated than a person 
with a high school diploma. 

I am fortunate to represent a State 
with a rich history in its commitment 
to higher education. The State of 
North Carolina is the home of the Na-
tion’s first State university, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, which welcomed students for the 
first time to its campus on January 15, 
1795. All total, North Carolina has 127 
degree-granting institutions of higher 
education—75 public and 52 private. 

However, North Carolina and the rest 
of the country cannot rest on their lau-
rels with their higher education sys-
tems. We should be and are proud of 
our high college-going rate in North 
Carolina. Yet while 64 percent of recent 
North Carolina high school graduates 
go on to college, that number is far too 
low. 

There is no silver bullet that will fix 
our educational system, including high 
school reform which many have talked 
about. I hope more and better research 
will give us a better direction and 
maybe better answers, but until then, 
there are a number of things that we 
can and we should be doing to improve 
what is a problem that must be ad-
dressed. 

In particular, we know the three Rs 
to making our public high schools 
work better for today’s students are 
rigor, relevance, and relationships. 
Today, Senator JEFF BINGAMAN from 
New Mexico and I are introducing bi-
partisan legislation, the Graduate for a 
Better Future Act. This is to help turn 
the tide of our Nation’s dropout crisis. 

Senator BINGAMAN has been a stal-
wart leader in the Senate on issues re-
lating to dropout prevention. I am 
proud to join him in an effort to lower 
high school dropout rates and to raise 
high school graduation and college- 
going rates. 

This legislation will create a com-
petitive grant program targeted at 
school districts and high schools with 
the lowest graduation rates, focused on 
those three Rs of high school reform: 
rigor, relevance, and relationships. 

Funds under this act would be used 
for models of excellence for academi-
cally challenging high schools to pre-
pare all students for college and for 
work; to offer academic catchup pro-
grams for those students who enter 
high school and do not meet proficient 
levels in mathematics, reading, lan-
guage arts, or science that enable such 
students to meet proficient levels and 
remain on track to graduate from high 
school with a regular high school de-
gree; to implement early warning sys-
tems to quickly identify students at 
risk of dropping out, especially sys-
tems that track student absenteeism, 
one of the greatest predictors that a 
student may drop out of high school; to 
implement comprehensive college guid-
ance programs that ensure all students 
and their parents are regularly notified 
of high school graduation require-
ments, college requirements for entry, 
and provide guidance and assistance to 
students in applying for postsecondary 
education and in applying for Federal 
financial assistance and other State, 
local, and private financial aid and 
scholarships; to implement a program 
that offers all students opportunities 
for work-based and experiential learn-
ing experiences, such as job shadowing, 
internships, and community service so 
that students make the connection be-
tween what they are learning in school 
and how that applies to the workplace 
that we want them to be in; and to im-
plement a student advisement program 
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